666 ELECTRIC POWER

subsequent years will show a much greater proportion of publicly operated electrical
utilities since they will reflect the recent provincial take-over of privately owned facilities
in both British Columbia and Quebee,

Because of the absence of free market determination of prices and regulation of services
in an industry that is semi-monopolistic, regulation of electrical utilities has been attempted
in most provinces. Neither Newfoundland nor Prince Edward Island has a provincially
operated electric power system, although in the former province a Commission, known as
the Newfoundland Power Commission, was established by the provincial government in
1954 for the purpose of supplying electric power wherever needed throughout the province,
particularly to rural areas. In Prince Edward Island, the town of Summerside and sur-
rounding area is served by the municipally operated Town of Summerside Electric Light
Department. The functions and activities of provincially operated electric power com-
missions in the other provinces are summarized in the following paragraphs,

Nova Scotia.—The Nova Scotia Power Commission was created under the Power
Commission Act of 1919 with the function of supplying electric power and energy by the
most economical means available, The Rural Electrification Act of 1937 greatly increased
the possibilities for retail service by providing financial assistance to equalize cost and
revenue of extensions approved by the Governor in Council. In 1941 an amendment to
the Power Commission Act authorized the Commission, subject to the approval of the
Governor in Council, to regulate and control the generation, transmission, distribution,
supply and use of power in the province. Certain investigatory work is carried on in the
province by the Federal Government in close association with the Commission, but the
conirol of water resources is vested in the Crown and administered under the provisions
of the Nova Scotia Water Act, 1919. The Commission pays regular fees for water rights.

The territory of the Commission extends over the entire province and embraces six
systems which include 25 generating stations and more than 5,243 miles of transmission
“and distribution lines. Installed capacity at the end of 1965 was 184,458 kw, of which
96,708 kw. was hydro capacity, New power plant construction under way in Nova Scotia
during 1965 is‘outlined on p. 644. Financially, the Commissior is self-supporting, repaying
borrowings from revenue. The balance sheet at Nov. 30, 1965 showed total fixed assets
of $94,119,856, including work in progress amounting to $13,654,064,
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